KEEPING
JESUS




KEEPING JESUS FIRST

is not a simple statement
of hierarchy, it is the practice
of sustaining Christ-Centered JOY...

Good... Bad... Ugly...




Finances
Interests
Relationships

Schedules
Troubles




KEEPING JESUS FIRST

in our troubles does
not mean we can avoid all of
life’s storms, but that we
trust Him to see us through
them when they come...




Matthew 14:24-33

Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble
far away from land, for a strong wind has risen,
and they were fighting heavy waves...

DOUBT
FEAR
TROUBLE




Matthew 14:24-33

Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble
far away from land, for a strong wind has risen,
and they were fighting heavy waves...

Peter didn’t sink because the storm
became stronger, he began to sink
because his focus changed...




KEEPING JESUS FIRST | Troubles

Dear brothers and sisters,
when trouble comes your
way, consider it an
opportunity for great joy.

- James 1:2
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STOP
SEEK
SURRENDER
STEP




KEEPING JESUS FIRST | Troubles
STOP | SEEK | SURRENDER | STEP
Don’t immediately
react to it.

Be still and know that I am God.
- Psalm 46:10
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STOP | SEEK | SURRENDER | STEP

Turn your attention
toward Jesus.

(Y Seek the Kingdom of God above all else.
W€ - Matthew 6:33
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STOP | SEEK | SURRENDER | STEP

Give God control of
the outcome.

(Y& Give all your worries and cares to God.
- 1 Peter 5:7
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STOP | SEEK | SURRENDER | STEP

Then do the next
faithful thing.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.
- Proverbs 3:5




KEEPING JESUS FIRST | Troubles

1. STOP - Don’t immediately react.
2. SEEK - Turn your attention to Jesus.
3. SURRENDER - Give God control.
\ 4. STEP - Do the next faithful thing.

(Jesus said) “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.

Trust in God, and trust also in me.”
- John 14:1




KEEPING JESUS FIRST

in our troubles means we
don’t allow what’s
happening around us
to become more important
than Who is with us.




The Lord is good,
a strong refuge when
trouble comes. He is close

to those who trust him.
- Nahum 1:7
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