


“I will put my instructions deep 
within them, and I will write 

them on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people”

- Jeremiah 31:33



God’s timeless values for life today
10 Commandments | Exod. 20 & Deut. 5

• You Shall Have No 
      Other Gods
• You Shall Not Make Idols
• You Shall Not Misuse 
   God’s Name
• Remember God’s Day 
      of Rest

• Honor Your Parents
• You Shall Not Murder
• You Shall Not Commit 
   Adultery
• You Shall Not Steal
• You Shall Not Lie
• You Shall Not Covet





“There is an extraordinary clarity and 
timelessness to these words; it requires no 
great mental acrobats or no new self-help 

‘hack’ to believe that they are indeed 
God-given, universal values and instructions 
for all people and all time, with the intention 

of enriching our lives rather than eroding 
our contemporary progress.”

- J. Johns | Just 10



10. You Must Not Covet
You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not 
covet your neighbor's wife, male or female servant, ox or 
donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.

- Exodus 20:17

a commandment that teaches us…

How To Find True Contentment



10. You Must Not Covet

Covet = Desire to Acquire

Enjoy what you have rather than 
desiring what you don’t have. 

Just dreaming about nice things is 
meaningless – like chasing the wind.

- Ecclesiastes 6:9



10. You Must Not Covet

Covet = Desire to Acquire

We long to find fulfillment…

MONEY
Money is coveted more than any other time 

in history… credit, debt, gambling, etc.



10. You Must Not Covet

Covet = Desire to Acquire

We long to find fulfillment…

THINGS
We have more “stuff”… The more things we 

have, the greater the hold it has on us.



10. You Must Not Covet

Covet = Desire to Acquire

We long to find fulfillment…

FAME
Fame holds an illusion… Desire to be known, 
while ignoring the One who truly knows us.



10. You Must Not Covet

Countering Covetousness
When Simon saw that the Spirit was given 

when the apostles laid their hands on people, 
he offered them money to buy this power… 
“May your money be destroyed with you 

thinking God’s gift can be bought!”

- Acts 8:18,20



10. You Must Not Covet

Countering Covetousness

Beware & Be Realistic

Covetousness is powerful and subtle and 
can entice us in all sorts of ways. We need 
to be on guard in every area of our lives.



10. You Must Not Covet

Countering Covetousness

See Through The Illusion

Covetousness promises contentment 
and fulfillment. Yet few, if any, of the 

things we covet bring us either.



10. You Must Not Covet

Countering Covetousness

Realize That Fear Feeds It

Covetousness makes us live as if 
our survival depended on our own efforts. 

We take our lives into our own hands.



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

I have learned how to be content with whatever 
I have. I know how to live on almost nothing 
or with everything… For I can do everything 

through Christ, who gives me strength.

- Philippians 4:11-13



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Keep Your Heart In Shape

We find contentment by letting God, 
not the world, shape our desires.

“I will give you a new heart…” (Ez 36:26)



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Adapt an Attitude of Gratitude

Coveting makes us long for more; being 
thankful lets us see what we already have.

“Always be full of joy in the Lord…” (Phil 4:4)



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Be a Wise Steward

God has entrusted humanity to steward 
the creation he has lovingly made.

“When someone has been given much…” (Lk 12:48)



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Focus on Relationships

God calls us to love people and use things; 
covetousness inverts our call.

“Better to have little, with fear…” (Prov 15:16)



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Be a Giver

Giving is the antidote to materialism 
and the cure for covetousness.

“It is more blessed to give…” (Acts 20:35)



10. You Must Not Covet

Cultivating Contentment

Evaluate Our Priorities

Devote a little of yourself to everything and 
you’ll commit a lot of yourself to nothing.

“Guard against every kind of greed…” (Lk 12:15)



10. You Must Not Covet

When contentment in God decreases, 
covetousness for gain increases. 

The fight of faith is the fight to keep your 
heart contented in God.

Take delight in the Lord, and he will 
give you your heart’s desire.

- Psalm 37:4
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